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Freedom of expression, the role of the media and responsible journalism

Shorena Kokorashvili, PhD student
Georgian Technical University

Summary

Members of the media are considered to be public watchdogs with a vital role in a democratic society.
They have a duty to widespread the information and make the people aware of all matters where there is the
public interest, and right to get it as well. Nonetheless, a journalist’s right to freedom of expression is not
absolute. Journalists have rights and responsibilities. In this regard, the term “rights” means the journalist’s
prerogative to execute his/her profession and clarify the interesting questions of society, whereas the term
“responsibilities” means that they should act faithfully and provide accurate and reliable information in accor-
dance with the ethics of journalism.

Keywords: Media, Responsible journalism, Objectivity, Tabloid journalism, Freedom of expression.
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